THE   CONCERT   OF   EUROPE
declared war:? What has the Tsar received? A fresh telegram from- the Kaiser? My Godl Sazonov carefully repeats the exact words, with the hour of despatch of the Berlin telegram; then he asks:
"How am I to reconcile this telegram with your declaration of war?"
Once more Reason creeps into the circle of weak or criminal diplomats; one last time. With what words will she inspire the German Count? Will he not call into the mouthpiece "Tm coming" call for his hat and his cat, hurry down to receive his Sovereign's invaluable telegram, or at least a copy of it, before five minutes are past ?
Nothing of the sort. He is a diplomat—that is to say, He has learned the correct thing to do when one has declared war. And Sazonov, waiting on the telephone, hears only these words (recorded in Pourtales* own memoirs):
"/ regret that I can give no information on this 'point. The telegram may perhaps be earlier than that in which I was instructed to present the declaration in question. Further* I must request you to apply to the American Charge £ Affaires? who has taken charge of our interests. In four hours we shall be leaving" And rings off.
"Perhaps" "Declaration in question." "Further, I must request."  Coldness,  superficiality,  the  desire to   avoid, qottiplications; the typical attitude of a European cUplo^ mat. But after the war had been lost, the noble^ Count was neither held up to the ridicule of his nation for €*double" declaration of war nor made to answer for rejection of the Imperial telegram.
